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Welcometo the Village of Mineola!

Mineola Junior Firefightersto Host German Counter parts

For the past few years, the Mineola Junior Fireddgpent has been
involved in an international e-mail exchange with FF-Stellinge-
Hamburg Junior Fire Department, located in HambGeyrmany.

The exchange began with a few discussions on tiguiaund
firefighting. Over time, the suggestion was maddewelop an
exchange program between the two departments.

In 2006, two firefighters from Hamburg visited Mola. They were
welcomed into the home of Mineola firefighter Biresalfi who is
one of the head advisors for the Mineola Junior FD.

During their visit, they trained with the Mineolard Department,
responded to alarms in Mineola and also enjoyedritgiNew York.
Before leaving Mineola, they planned for a retuisitwvith their
junior firefighters in the summer of 20C

Gresalfi and Gary Mazur, another head advisoriferMlineola
juniors, have been formulating a plan to providenmjue exchang
program for their German counterparts filled witiefighting,
camaraderie and fun. They have reached out to m@mynunity
organizations and the overwhelming support will auatedly create
an unforgettable cultural exchange for these fifggrs.

On July 15, 2007 the FF-Stellingen-Hamburg Junice F
Department will arrive in Mineola. Of the 14 Gernjaniors
scheduled to travel to Mineola, only two have biethe United
States before. They will be accompanied by twofstaed three
firefighters from their department.

The itinerary for their stay will begin with a viso the
Plattedeutsche Park Restaurant in Franklin Squaranf authentic
German meal. The Mineola Juniors will accompanyGleeman
juniors on several excursions during their visit. Hightginclude a
trip to the Nassau County Firefighters Museum, FB&lY
Museum, and visits with Mineola Mayor Jack Martarl the
Honorable Judge Ute Wolf Lally, the highest eleatéfctial of
German descent in New York.
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Training will also be part of this experience. Therman juniors
will work with all of Mineola's fire companies. Bacompany will
present instruction on a unique facet of U.S. ifijfing techniques.
While the Germans are eager to train with all ef¢bmpanies, they
are particularly interested in our ladder truckshesr department
does not have a ladder truck.

Of course, there will also be some fun in this exge. TheGermar
juniors will travel to Lake George along with Mida Juniors for ¢
few days of swimming, boating and a host of othmreusements.
During the course of their stay, they will alsceatd a baseball game
at Coney Island and tour New York City.

This week of events is only the first half of tpirtnership.
Mineola's German guests have also extended amifiovitfor the
Mineola Juniors to visit Hamburg, Germany. Recerittgfighters
Ryan Traina, Daniel Siraco and Warden Gresalfidied to
Germany to begin laying the groundwork for a vigiGermany in
2008. This historic exchange may be the first tamenior fire
department has had a complete cultural exchangsstwo
continents.

Members of the Mineola Fire Department and Mingalaior Fire
Department know that the residents of Mineola weglcome their
friends from the FF-Stellingen-Hamburg Junior Eepartment.
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